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Editorial policy: The Observer is a public forum for student expression, in which student 
editors make policy and content decisions. The mission of the Observer is two-fold: to serve Central 
Washington University as a newspaper and to provide training for students who are seeking a 
career in journalism. The Observer seeks to provide complete, accurate, dependable information 
to the campus and community; to provide a public forum for the free debate of issues, ideas and 
problems facing the community at large, and to be the best source for information, education and 
entertainment news. As a training program, the Observer is the practical application of the theories 
and principles of journalism. It teaches students to analyze and communicate information that is vital 
to the decision making of the community at large. It provides a forum for students to learn the ethics, 
values, and skills needed to succeed in their chosen career. If you have questions call (509) 963-1073 
or e-mail us at cwuobserver@gmail.com
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CWU police help women  ght back
BY JOE COLUCCIO
Staff Reporter
Beginning Feb. 18, Rep. Judy Warnick 
and the Central Washington University 
Police Department are co-sponsoring a 
self-defense and fi rearm safety course for 
women.
The fi ve classes, located in Nicholson 
Pavilion 205, began  Monday and will also 
be held Feb. 27, March 4, 6 and 9.
The “fi rst part is education, so every-
body has a foundation of  what we’re talk-
ing about,” Jason Berthon-Koch, captain 
of  CWU Police Department said. “What 
you can and can not do, how not to be-
come a victim, giving them the tools to not 
become a victim.”
The fi rst four classes will include Cen-
tral’s Rape Aggression Defense System, 
which teaches awareness, prevention, risk 
reduction and risk avoidance. 
The fi fth and fi nal class covers fi re-
arm safety and handling. Firearms will be 
loaned and ammunition will be available 
for purchase.
The classes “kind of  picked up a lot 
of  interest,” Warnick said. “There’s been 
an unfortunate number of  different [gun-
related] incidents. Talking to a lot of  my 
friends, and women friends about how to 
handle the guns they have, people are un-
comfortable handling the guns they own.”
The self-defense courses are taught 
by nationally certifi ed RAD instructors 
and each student will receive a reference 
manual.
 “Especially on campus, with late night 
classes, it’s always a concern with women 
walking around,” Warnick said.
 Warnick originally planned to hold 
classes last summer, but the Taylor Bridge 
and Tantalum wildfi res delayed classes by 
almost eight months.
Warnick said she was happy to have 
Central’s police department involved in 
the process.
 Central offers an opportunity for 
female students to enroll in PEF 132 – 
women’s self  defense –  hoping the success 
of  the classes encourages more female stu-
dents to sign up.
“Some people are really afraid of  
guns,” Kayla Lockhart, a sophomore 
business major, said. “I do not know why 
someone would be afraid of  guns, it would 
just be because they did not know how to 
use it. I would say that the best part about 
[the classes] would be the comfort with 
the gun. So if  you were put in a situation 
you would know how to use it and not hurt 
yourself  or someone you did not mean to.”
Lockhart said later she highly recom-
mends the classes to her female friends.
“There are some scary people out 
there,” Lockhart said. “It would give 
[women] the comfort to walk around out-
side and not be so scared.”
Warnick is confi dent that all who at-
tend the classes will be properly prepared 
for whatever happens.
They will get “more confi dence in their 
ability to handle any kind of  situation,” 
Warnick said. “It is more than just the gun 
safety, it’s confi dence in any situation that 
could arise.”
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BY JAYNA SMITH
Assistant News Editor
Bianca Ballardo’s high school gradua-
tion was the day before she was diagnosed 
with a form of  Hodgkin’s Lymphoma. 
Rather than focusing on the bruises on 
her body, the enlarged lymph node on her 
neck, or her excessive itching, she contem-
plated what she would wear. 
She picked out the perfect form-fi tting, 
turquoise and black dress, the back ele-
gantly cut out, to wear for graduation. She 
even had her makeup professionally done 
at MAC. 
Ballardo recalls staring into the mirror 
when the makeup artist  fi nished, noticing 
how yellow her skin was, instead of  her 
typical complexion, a honey-tan mocha. 
At that moment, she noticed how ill she 
felt and, more importantly to her, how ill 
she looked.
What Ballardo says should have been 
one of  the happiest days of  her life would 
mark the day before her life took a dra-
matic turn. Ballardo would never wear the 
dress she originally picked out; instead she 
would wear a loose-fi tting black summer 
dress, which at the time was more com-
fortable. But that  black dress revealed the 
bruises and much of  the scarring from her 
scratching.
It was her mother, Criselda Davilla, 
who fi rst noticed the dark bruises on her 
legs. 
“Is someone beating you?” she asked. 
Bianca assured her mother that she wasn’t 
being beaten. She had previously seen a 
doctor who told her she was bruising so 
easily because she was anemic. 
For the past six months, Ballardo had 
endured itching frenzies that left her body 
covered in scars from scratching. She has 
three scars on her right arm from peeling 
her skin and scratching with knives. 
“When I say I felt crazy, I could not 
control anything on my body,” Ballardo 
said. “I was literally going crazy.”
She itched throughout her high school 
graduation, and during the three-hour car 
ride to the Tri-Cities, Ballardo’s family no-
ticed how serious her symptoms were. 
“I remember having to put my legs up 
and out of  the window, and my arms, to 
let the wind hit them because I needed 
something to distract me,” Ballardo said. 
That night, she would get enough re-
lief  to fall asleep, only to be awakened at 
about 7:30 a.m. to another round of  in-
tense itching and sweating. Her attempt to 
take a shower was the last straw; the wa-
ter burned her body, and she realized she 
needed to see a doctor.
Ballardo was taken to the emergency 
room at Kadlec Regional Medical Center 
in Richland, where she was greeted by a 
doctor who looked to be in his mid-30s. 
He towered over her as she sat on the ex-
amination table.  He questioned her about 
her bruises and the large lymph node on 
her neck. 
The doctor said he would need more 
tests, then left the room. While she waited, 
Bianca chatted with her best friend at the 
time, Alex, over MySpace. 
After about fi ve hours undergoing nu-
merous tests, the doctor re-entered the 
room. His demeanor never changed as he 
stood holding her test results, he looked 
at Bianca and said, “You have a form of  
Hodgkin’s Lymphoma.”
Bianca replied, “What does that mean? 
I don’t know what that means.”
Shifting his weight, he said, “You have 
a form of  cancer.”
Bianca, still confused, asked, “I have a 
form of  cancer? Or I have cancer?” 
The doctor blankly replied, “You have 
cancer.”
As the words left his mouth, a chilling 
cry fi lled the room, but it wasn’t Ballardo’s, 
it was her mother’s. Instead of  reacting, 
Ballardo sat, detached from her emotions, 
and for a moment, reality.
“I felt dead inside,” Ballardo said.
Her mother called her father, Hector 
Ballardo, telling him everything the doc-
tor had just told 
them. Her father 
then asked to speak 
to Bianca. 
“It’s going to 
be okay mija,” he 
told her. Bianca 
solemnly replied, 
“OK.” 
“We’re going to 
beat this,” he said, 
but Bianca didn’t 
respond. “We’ll 
meet you at the hospital tomorrow.” 
Bianca’s disengaged demeanor was not 
temporary; she would maintain that mood 
throughout chemo and radiation therapy.
Still hysterical, Bianca’s mother called 
everyone she could. Bianca’s reaction was 
the opposite; she only told Alex. She came 
to the hospital and stood next to Bianca 
and held her hand, but they never dis-
cussed cancer. 
 “Are you hungry? Let’s go get some-
thing to eat,” Alex said.
 “Ok, but I want a burrito,” Bianca re-
plied. So they went to a gas station they 
frequented for lunch. 
The long road ahead of  Bianca began 
bright and early the next morning, with a 
three-hour drive from the Tri-Cities to Se-
attle Children’s Hospital. 
 There, she learned she would have an 
extensive level of  treatment because of  the 
size of  her tumors. She sat on the exami-
nation table as the doctor explained what 
the next six months of  her life would en-
tail. 
Ballardo recalls looking out into the 
hall as a young 
girl no older than 
10 walked down 
the hall. She wore 
a headpiece that 
slightly covered her 
head, but made it 
obvious that un-
derneath she was 
bald. Staring out at 
her, Ballardo asked 
the doctor, “Is that 
what’s going to 
happen to me? Am I going to be bald?”
The doctor replied, “Yes.” 
The Fourth of  July weekend marked 
the day of  Ballardo’s fi rst chemotherapy. 
No amount of  information prepared Bal-
lardo for what she would undergo; she 
would have between 5-7 forms of  chemo 
administered every week, fi ve days in-pa-
tient and then outpatient the next week. 
This would be the tedious pattern for 
the next three months. Throughout the 
painful procedures and the weakening 
chemo therapy, Ballardo never allowed 
herself  to face what was going on. After 
about her third week of  chemo, while tak-
ing a shower, Ballardo was startled to dis-
cover her hair falling out. 
“The water was so heavy, that I just felt 
hair falling off  of  me, and every time I 
touched my head, my hair would fall out,” 
Ballardo says. It prompted a panic attack.
Her friend Nelly took her to the barber 
shop to get it cut. Ballardo’s left side was 
losing hair faster than the right side, so she 
shaved the left side and left more hair on 
the right.
 “It looked fashionable,” she recalled.
Ballardo says she thinks her new hair-
cut was the moment her cancer became 
real to her father. He couldn’t stand to see 
her that way, so he took her outside and 
cut off  all her hair. 
Then he offered to shave his and her 
brothers’ heads bald for her. Ballardo 
would not have it. Instead, she told him 
she didn’t need them embarrassing her.
Through the midst of  her fi ght, Bal-
lardo says her brothers were her incentive 
to hang on.
“The idea of  dying and my brother’s 
not having their sister, that’s when I really 
stopped to think about how I was liter-
ally fi ghting for my life every day, and that 
there was a possibility that I wasn’t going 
to make it,” Ballardo said. “I refused the 
thought of  leaving them. I can honestly 
say that they were my motivation to not 
give up.”
Ballardo had to focus on beating can-
cer and not allow it to get the best of  her. 
She says cancer stripped her of  her iden-
tity and made her unsure of  who she was. 
After her disease was in remission, it was 
her father’s tough love which infl uenced 
her to move out.
 “My dad was just trying to get me to 
live a normal life again,” Ballardo said.
Ballardo eventually decided she wanted 
to go back to school and pursue her dream 
of  being a fashion stylist. 
It was Trinera Carter, a senior at Cen-
tral, and a high school friend, who would 
give her the extra push she needed to start 
at Central in January 2012.
“She basically is one of  the main rea-
sons why I’m here today, because even 
though I was very scared of  the unknown, 
she made me feel like it was going to be 
okay.”
When Ballardo thinks about where 
she wants to be in the next fi ve years, her 
dimples indent her cheeks, accentuating 
a modest smile. She pulls her long, black 
hair back off  her forehead. 
 “I see myself  in New York City, work-
ing for [Harper’s] Bazaar magazine as a 
fashion stylist,” she says. It wasn’t long 
ago, however, that her outlook on her fu-
ture was clouded by the haze of  chemo 
and radiation therapy.
Ballardo speaks of  the many people 
who helped her, but those people see her 
as a blessing. One of  her close friends at 
Central, Carolina Perez, wasn’t there 
through Ballardo’s fi ght with cancer, but 
says Ballardo’s drive and motivation is 
very inspiring.
“She’s been through so much and she is 
still very humble,” Perez said.
Ballardo never let her illness steal her 
sense of  humor, Perez says. When they are 
together they are always laughing. Lisette 
Roman, Ballardo’s cousin, 25, says even 
though Bianca is only 21, she’s wise and 
doesn’t have a problem telling people what 
they need to hear.
“If  I want to hear the truth, and I want 
good advice I can go to her,” Roman 
said. “Cancer is something that happened 
to her, and she survived it because God 
wants to use her.”
LONG HAIR DON’T CARE  Bianca Ballardo was diagnosed with Hodgkins Lym-
phoma at 18. Once she was in remission it took her hair about a year to grow back.
SETH LONBORG/OBSERVER
Fashionably 
 ghting back
Central student bounces back from early  ght with cancer
  Cancer is something that 
happened to her, and she  sur-
vived it because God wants to 
use her.“ “
-LISETTE ROMAN
Ballardo’s cousin
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BY Chloe hildeman
Staff Reporter
After nearly two years of  business, the 
Ellensburg Asian Market on 3rd Avenue 
is closing.
The market, which is owned by a local 
family, will be shutting its doors near the 
end of  March after struggling to gener-
ate enough profit since opening in 2011, 
an employee who asked to remain anony-
mous said.
“Business just hasn’t been good. It’s 
tough, but it’s the way it is,” employee said. 
The employee said there were several 
reasons for the store’s closing. One was 
the constantly shifting business hours. Last 
quarter, the store was only open on week-
ends, and only four to five hours at a time.
The employee said the lack of  sufficient 
advertising is to blame.
“It was kind of  a hard cycle,” the clerk 
said. “You need advertising to get people 
to come in and shop, but you need people 
to come in and shop to get the money for 
advertising.” 
As it turns out, many students were un-
aware of  the store’s existence. Some said 
they would have shopped there if  they had 
been aware.
“I definitely would have gone if  I had 
known,” said Jacob Miller, junior graphic 
design major. 
Other students were less inspired to pa-
tronize the business.
“I probably wouldn’t have gone there,” 
said Lukas Campbell, an undeclared 
sophomore. “It’s not really what I’m into 
or what I like to eat.”
The clerk also attributed the closing to 
the store having a very niche market.
“Because it’s such a specific business, 
there’s a very small, specific audience it’s 
catering to,” the clerk said. “I doubt a lot 
of  students at Central have even heard of  
half  the things we sell here.”
Many Central students said they had 
never been to an Asian food store, but the 
students who had recalled the experience 
as a pleasant one.
“I’ve been to some before, but that was 
in San Francisco, not here,” said Lynsey 
Benedict, junior law and justice major. “It 
was interesting though. I’d try something 
like that again.”
When asked what they believed the 
cause of  the Asian Market’s closing was, 
several students said that the niche factor 
played a huge role.
“Finding continuous business is a strug-
gle,” Miller said, “because it’s great if  you 
go there once, but it’s having customers 
come back which is the issue.”
The location may have also played a 
part in the store’s under-whelming perfor-
mance. 
The clerk said the low Asian popula-
tion in Ellensburg was a possible reason 
for the market’s lack of  popularity.
“I think it was definitely a hit-or-miss 
kind of  thing, depending on how well it 
had taken off  in the first place,” Miller 
said. “But I think it had some promise 
here, especially considering it’s a college 
town.”
Benedict disagreed, citing Ellensburg’s 
college town status as one of  the reasons 
for the store’s lack of  business.
“Because this is a college town, I think 
a lot of  students tend to focus on staying 
on campus,” Benedict said.
Regardless, the store is marking its fi-
nal weeks. Signs posted to the storefront 
windows advertise sales on items that will 
probably never be found in Ellensburg 
again.
Despite the market’s closing, Benedict 
said he thought it was a respectable effort.
“I think it was worth taking a chance 
and opening here,” Benedict said. “Best of  
luck to the owner.”
BY evan PaPPas
Staff Reporter
Ellensburg could be facing the loss of  
access to local TV channels in the city’s 
upcoming contract renewal with Charter 
Communications.
The city’s renewal with Charter would 
most likely reduce or remove access to lo-
cal channels by Central, ECTV, and the 
Ellensburg School District.
“As far as I’m concerned, the university 
evicting Channel 2 from campus, it is go-
ing to severely hurt town-gown relations,” 
Art Clark said. “It’s really hard to be opti-
mistic about Channel 2 right now.”
Ellensburg and Charter initially en-
tered their agreement 15 years ago. Part 
of  this agreement was that Charter would 
provide four channels intended for pub-
lic, education, and government use. One 
channel was given to the Ellensburg 
School District, two were given to Central, 
and one was given to the community.
ECTV, which had been located in 
Brooks Library, is now being moved off  
campus after the inter-local agreement be-
tween the city and the university expired 
in December 2012. The combination of  
the Charter renewal and the loss of  office 
space has put ECTV in an unfavorable 
position. Clark, cable television commis-
sion chair, is worried this could be the end 
for ECTV, and has made it clear they need 
more funding in order to survive. Kurt 
Newman, ECTV director, is not too confi-
dent about the future of  the public access 
channels either. 
“It could mean that Channel 2 could 
no longer be in existence,” Newman said. 
“I do think that if  the city loses their pub-
lic access it will never come back.”
Linda Schactler, director of  public af-
fairs at Central, said the move off  campus 
is a positive change and is important to the 
survival of  the station.
“If  ECTV is going to survive and be 
robust, they need to be in a place where 
the community can see them and access 
them,” Schactler said.
Schactler says it doesn’t benefit the uni-
versity or ECTV to be in the library, and 
there are no additional costs if  they are 
able to find unused office space. The goal 
of  the transition is to keep ECTV intact 
and slowly transition to online content.
One of  the common threads the city 
and Central have been discussing is the 
move from traditional broadcasting to 
online content while keeping local con-
tent relevant. Trends in recent years have 
pointed to the rapid growth of  online 
video content as a primary source of  ac-
cess for the community. The current issue 
is whether or not they can find a larger 
audience online. There is some resistance 
to moving online. Clark is adamant the 
city would be leaving viewers behind if  it 
made the move to online content.
“Nobody is going to sit and watch my 
church service on their phone,” Clark 
said. “There are tons of  us that don’t want 
to watch online.”
The City Council knows some would 
not want to transition to an online format, 
but the audience for public broadcasting 
is small, so moving online can open up 
opportunity to grow the audience. City 
Council member Nancy Lillquist has stat-
ed that while plans for ECTV are still up 
in the air, the hope is the channel would 
not go away, but change form to be more 
compatible with the changing trends.
“In order to reach more people, we 
would need to be looking at transitioning 
into an internet format,” Lillquist said.
The city wants to keep the channels for 
as long as they can to help facilitate a slow 
transition to a new format.
“Beyond that it’ll depend on commu-
nity interest, cost, and programming,” Lil-
lquist said.
Asian market will close doors after two years
CLOSING THE DOORS  The Ellensburg Asian Market will close its doors for the last time after being in business for two years.
LAuRA wALp/obSERvER
Local TV channels face static future
Graphic by Vicky Valdovinos
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BY ROWENA RANAN
Staff Reporter
The people of  Ellensburg may have 
something new to love about McDonald’s: 
It will soon be under heavy construction to 
make way for an improved facility.
Richard Brajavich, Ellensburg Mc-
Donald’s general manager, said the restau-
rant will be undergoing changes to meet 
standards on working buildings over 30 
years old. McDonald’s Corporate recently 
visited the restaurant and decided it was 
time for some improvements.
One of  the changes in order to better 
serve customers, includes the construction 
of  new bathrooms.
Valeria Orbegozo, a senior dietetics 
major, believes there could be many im-
provements to the cleanliness of  the bath-
rooms at McDonald’s.
“Sometimes I’ll walk in there and 
there’s napkins all over the fl oor,” Orbe-
gozo said.
McDonald’s has recently purchased a 
building in Ellensburg. The new space will 
be used for a McDonald’s restaurant twice 
the size of  the current facility. According 
to Brajavich, the lobby will be much larg-
er, but the restaurant will be getting rid of  
the Playland area.
The drive-thru will still be open 24 
hours, and after McDonald’s reopens, the 
lobby will be open 24-hours as well.
In addition, there will be a third drive-
thru option, only available in six other res-
taurants in the nation, making Ellensburg 
McDonald’s location the seventh. The 
third drive-thru option involves customers 
parking within two allocated spots where 
workers can take the food to them.
KC Odoh, an exercise science senior 
and employee at McDonald’s, is ready for 
the upcoming changes and understands 
he will not be out of  work simply because 
the establishment will be closed for con-
struction.
“They gave us a lot of  options for when 
they close,” Odoh said. “There’s volun-
teer options, unemployment options, and 
working at the Cle Elum McDonald’s.” 
McDonald’s will be offering to pay 
its employees for their volunteer hours. 
Workers can earn up to 20 hours of  wages 
per week. Some of  the volunteer options 
include Habitat for Humanity, The Cot-
tage, and the Ellensburg Animal Shelter. 
The employees also have the oppur-
tunities to bring in other volunteering 
options, including those related to their 
major. 
Management will discuss how the vol-
unteer work fi ts in with the criteria of  
working with McDonald’s, i.e. team build-
ing, and then decide upon its approval, ac-
cording to Odoh.
McDonald’s employees wanting to 
continue working in the restaurant have 
agreed to pay for the travel to the Cle 
Elem McDonald’s via commuter fi ve days 
a week. The owners of  the McDonald’s 
will pay for the travel expenses, according 
to Brajavich.
The overall schedule is ten-
tative, and the restaurant is 
scheduled to be closed March 
18. McDonald’s will reopen 
within 90-120 days, with the 
help of  three shifts of  con-
struction crews. It will open 
July 1 at the latest.
“I’m excited about 
the changes, but 
I’ll be going to 
Burger King 
until they 
o p e n , ” 
Orbe-
g o z o 
said.
Ellensburg to get McUpgrade
Graphic by Seth Lonborg
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The Observer welcomes brief letters of 300 words or less from readers 
on current issues. Please include your full name and university 
affiliation: year and major, degree and year graduated, or staff 
position and department. To be printed in the following week’s issue, 
please e-mail your letters to cwuobserveropinion@gmail.com by 5 
p.m. Sunday. The Observer reserves the right to reject or edit for style 
and length. All letters become property of The Observer. Anonymous 
letters will not be considered.
Dear Readers,
BY Madison                        
Mccausland                 
Copy Editor
Attention!
We want to hear from you. What did you think about this week’s paper? 
Please let us know via Twitter, @CWUObserver, and we will retweet and 
reply to answers. Or let us know on Facebook, CWU Observer. Let your 
voice be heard! 
BY EVan THoMPson     
Sports Editor
If  you’re a wrestler and you’re read-
ing this, prepare to be angry.
In the summer of  2020 when coun-
tries from all around the world gather 
to compete in the most prestigious 
sporting event known to man, aka the 
Olympics, you 
might notice 
something is 
missing. 
The execu-
tive board of  
the Interna-
tional Olym-
pic Committee 
voted on Feb. 
12 to drop 
wrestling from 
the 25 core 
sports in the 2020 Summer Olympics. 
With that decision, the dreams and 
goals of  thousands of  wrestlers across 
the world were shattered in an instant. 
For some, competing in the Olympics 
has been a lifelong goal since they were 
little. 
Now they’ll have to wait and see if  
wrestling will be reinstated by the com-
mittee, which will have to decide be-
tween seven other sports such as base-
ball and softball for a single opening. 
And yes, “sports” like badminton, 
table tennis and handball are still very 
much in the 25. And yes, I think that’s 
incredibly stupid.
Wrestling will forever hold a place 
in my mind, soul, and heart. From the 
blood, sweat, tears, broken bones, hun-
ger, and exhaustion, I’ve experienced 
my share of  trials with the sport, just as 
I’m sure every other wrestler has at one 
point in their career. 
But at the end of  it all, though, I 
know in my heart I became a better 
person from wrestling. By just experi-
encing the kind of  toughness required 
in the sport, I’m also certain I have a 
leg-up on the rest of  the world and the 
rest of  my life.  
But right now it isn’t about training 
for the next season or thinking about 
winning state championships.
It’s about survival. Wrestling’s sur-
vival, that is.  
I was absolutely blown-away when 
I heard the news. How could they pos-
sibly get rid of  wrestling? It’s only been 
around for 2,500 years, far longer than 
any of  the sports that we all love and 
cherish today. It was one of  the first 
true sports in the ancient Olympics in 
708 BC. So I ask again, why get rid of  
it? In my mind, removing wrestling is 
the equivalent of  removing track and 
field. Call me biased, but I hold the two 
sports in the same regard as far as his-
tory and relevance to the Olympics are 
concerned. 
Growing costs are growing costs, I 
understand that. The committee had 
to choose the 25 sports on the basis of  
which sports will generate the most rev-
enue. I don’t know about you, but I don’t 
exactly imagine the badminton and 
handball arenas being all that packed 
at the Olympics. But maybe that’s be-
cause I’ve never been to the Olympics 
and missed the fact that those sports are 
nationally broadcast every week. 
Am I wrong? Didn’t think so.
History would tell us that sometimes 
the biggest conflicts in the world have 
the power to unite countries. It all just 
depends what they’re trying to fix. 
And that’s exactly what wrestling 
countries such as the United States, 
Iran, Russia, Azerbaijan and many oth-
ers are doing. They’re fighting to fix the 
mistake the IOC made, a mistake that 
can easily be erased. Forget war, forget 
politics, forget all of  that. The sport of  
wrestling predates pretty much any of  
the political boundaries or philosophies 
of  those countries. The fact that a single 
group of  people have the power to mon-
umentally shatter people’s hearts shows 
that the situation is a little screwed.
How could a sport filled with tradi-
tion, history, and relevance be removed? 
Every person who has ever wrestled or 
has been captivated by the true beauty 
and awe of  the sport have to be as con-
fused as I am. 
I feel like a part of  my soul has been 
ripped out, just from having shared 
common ground with all wrestlers, 
Olympic-caliber or not, all of  us have 
gone through similar trials and obsta-
cles.
I’ll have to wait until 2020 to see if  
we can get it back. 
What would you wear if  you knew you 
were going to be seen by millions? For the 
fashion-obsessed, the best part of  the Os-
cars is the red carpet.  
My top three picks in order for best-
dressed: Nicole 
Kidman, Charlize 
Theron and Jes-
sica Chastain. My 
first pick, Nicole 
Kidman, stunned 
the red carpet in 
a slimming, glitzy 
beaded black and 
gold sequined 
L’Wren Scott 
gown. Following 
closely behind Ni-
cole Kidman was 
Charlize Theron, 
who wore a modern and elegant white 
Christian Dior Haute Couture gown. 
Coming in third was Jessica Chastain, 
who wore a custom Giorgio Armani gold 
and bronze shapely old Hollywood style 
gown. 
One thing was obvious this year: 
Prada on the tag does not mean you’re 
red-carpet ready. The number one worst-
dressed at the Oscars was Anne Hatha-
way – the dress style gave her no shape 
and the color did not compliment her 
skin tone. As the Best Supporting Actress 
winner, I would have expected more from 
her red-carpet look. 
Helena Bonham Carter took the 
number two spot for worst-dressed on 
the carpet. She wore Vivienne Westwood 
in a messy black and white layered gown 
with a bow, and chose to wear her hair 
up and messy. 
Last but definitely not least, the num-
ber three worst-dressed of  the Oscars 
goes to Brandi Glanville, of  Real House-
wives of  Beverly Hills. Brandi walked 
the red carpet showing a little too much 
skin with a low-cut top and high-leg slit 
from none other than her own line, My 
BrandB. Granville looked inappropriate 
for the Oscars, and was a wardrobe mal-
function waiting to happen. 
Overall, the Oscars red carpet was an 
entertaining success, hope you enjoyed 
the fashion and lack thereof.
Red Carpet
The gorgeous and the garbage 
BEST
Nicole Kidman
WORST
Anne Hathaway
Wrestling shouldn’t 
go down without fight
You can sign the petition and save wrestling as an 
Olympic sport #SaveOlympicWrestling
Link: http://www.change.org/petitions/the-international-olympic-committee-
save-wrestling-as-an-olympic-sport-saveolympicwrestling
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BY CODY SPENCER
Staff Reporter
Avid outdoorsman and former Central 
Washington University professor Jon Ked-
rowski is bringing his story to campus on 
Feb. 28.
While teaching geography at Central 
from 2010 to 2012, Kedrowski was active 
in the Recreation Center, where he sup-
ported outdoor programs on campus.  
“There are many aspects to Jon’s story 
besides alpinism,” 
Ryan Hopkins, 
Outdoor Pursuits 
and Rentals Co-
ordinator said. 
“Foundationally, he 
is inspiring.”
Trevor Berg-
strom, senior me-
chanical engineer-
ing technology 
major, can attest to 
Kedrowski’s power 
to motivate.  
“ [Kedrowsk i ] 
talked about sum-
miting Mt. Rainier 
in class and I ended up doing it the next 
summer,” Bergstrom said.   
“He is a great professor,” Hopkins said. 
“The hope is that he will come back and 
teach here again.  Jon goes above and 
beyond – he is not just a professor that 
creates homework.  He is an exceptional 
person.”
Kedrowski’s climbing accomplishments 
include becoming the fi rst person to camp 
and spend the night on top of  Colorado’s 
55 “14ers,” or peaks that exceed 14,000 
feet.  He did this in 95 days.  
Kedrowski, along with climbing part-
ner and meteorologist Chris Tomer, pub-
lished a book about the experience called 
“Sleeping on the Summits: Colorado 
Fourteener High Bivys.”
Ke d ro w s k i ’ s 
climbing experi-
ence also includes 
summiting four of  
the world’s seven 
continental sum-
mits: Mt. Everest; 
Elbrus, Russia; 
Denali, Alaska; 
and Aconcagua, 
Argentina.
Between 2008 
and 2011, Ked-
rowski summited 
Mt. Rainier fi fteen 
times.
Kedrowski took 
his love of  climbing to Mexico in January 
2009, summiting the three highest volca-
noes in Mexico, known as the Mexican 
Trilogy, in fi ve days.
He also climbed Mt. Everest in 2012, 
while conducting research to determine if  
water contamination was occurring due to 
the number of  people climbing the moun-
tain. 
During his ascent and descent of  Mt. 
Everest in May 2012, he witnessed the 
most tragic day on the mountain since 
1996.  Kedrowski and his climbing parten-
ers were less than 1,000 feet from the 
summit of  Mt. 
Everest when 
dangerous condi-
tions forced them 
to turn around.
“It was pretty 
d e v a s t a t i n g , ” 
Kredowski said 
in a video on his 
website, “but it 
was an easy deci-
sion on May 19 
and 20 to turn 
around and go back to base camp.”
In total, seven people died due to a 
combination of  bad weather, overcrowd-
ing on the mountain and climber inexperi-
ence.   Kedrowski assisted with rescue ef-
forts in the face of  violent conditions.
“Jon could [have] thought about him-
self  that day,” Hopkins said. “But he took 
time to assist others.  He is a very compas-
sionate person.”
Kedrowski overcame adversity, return-
ing less than a week later to reach the 
world’s tallest point of  29,029 feet.
“I was fortunate enough to go back up 
in really good weather,” Kredowski said in 
a video.
Kedrowski’s achievements have earned 
him the attention of  National Geograph-
ic, with whom he recently completed 
“The Wildest Dream,” a fi lm involving 
Mt. Everest.
Kedrowski is also an accomplished ath-
lete and coach. 
While playing 
Division I basket-
ball at Valparaiso 
University, he 
participated in 
three NCAA Di-
vision I Men’s 
Basketball tour-
naments.  He 
hosts a basketball 
camp in Colora-
do called N.O.D. 
(No Off  Days).
Currently, he is on tour to promote his 
book and speaking to audiences in fi ve 
western states, including Washington.  
On Wednesday at 5:30 p.m., Kredows-
ki will speak at REI in Seattle.
Central students have an opportunity 
to hear Kredowski speak, and Kredowski 
will be available afterwards to sign copies 
of  his book. 
On Friday at 6 p.m., members of  the 
community can hear Kredowski speak at 
Mountain High Sports in downtown El-
lensburg.
Former geology professor 
offers a ‘peak’ into his  
climbing experiences Thursday
ROCKY ROAD  Jon Kedrowski has climbed the tallest mountains in the world, and is returning to Central to share his tales of success Thursday, Feb. 28 in the SURC theater.
PHOTO COURTESY OF JON KEDROWSKI’S WEBSITE 
He is a great professor. 
The hope is that he will come 
back and teach here again. 
Jon goes above and beyond - 
he is not just a professor that 
creates homework. He is an 
exceptional person.
“
“
-RYAN HOPKINS
OPR coordinator
[Kedrowski] talked about 
summiting Mt. Rainier in class 
and I ended up doing it the next 
summer.“ “
-TREVOR BERGSTROM
Senior mechanical engineering technology 
Opportunities to hear Kedrowski present 
Of ice and men
On-campus: Thursday, Feb. 28 at 7:30 p.m. SURC Theatre
Free admission
Downtown: Friday, Feb. 29 at 6 p.m. Mountain High Sports
Free admission
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BY HAILEY NELSEN
Staff Reporter
Central students have been displaying 
more of  their “party lifestyle,” not only on 
the Central Washington Confessions page, 
but through Facebook as well.
From Thursday through Saturday 
nights to early mornings, the fast food and 
local late-night businesses get the unique 
experience of  dealing with customers af-
ter the bars close and parties come to an 
end. The notorious “drunchies” (drunk 
munchies) can control the mindset of  in-
toxicated students.
Garret Harri-
son, a junior public 
relations and social 
services major who 
worked at Jack in 
the Box for a year 
and a half, said that 
prior to the bars 
closing, “the lobby 
would be cleaned, 
good to go, store 
completely dead, 
and [we] would be staring at the clock 
waiting to see a mad rush of  people order-
ing copious amounts of  tacos and bacon 
cheeseburgers.”
Fights, temporary memory loss, fake 
names and large orders of  food are some 
of  the many challenges of  working with 
drunk customers on a weekend night. 
“It’s hard [dealing with drunk custom-
ers] in fast food because they [employers] 
always talk about customer service and it 
can become very diffi cult when your cus-
tomers become belligerent, to keep that 
smile on,” Harrison said. 
Customers have been known to get vio-
lent when waiting for their meals.
“There was actually a time when one 
of  our employees got punched in the 
face,” Harrison said. “She wasn’t on duty, 
she was with her friends, and we all knew 
her but we saw her get smacked into a 
wall.” 
The Ellensburg Jack in the Box em-
ployees and managers understand the im-
portance of  safety, not only for themselves, 
but for the custom-
ers as well. The 
police have been 
called on several 
occasions to help 
tackle the crazier 
customers.
“It’s chaos. You 
see people in lobby 
[get into fi ghts] and 
all you can do is yell 
at them to stop it,” 
Harrison said. “It’s 
extremely overwhelming.”
Although Harrison said belligerent 
drunks can make a late night shift diffi -
cult, there have been other occasions that 
made quite the impression. One of  those 
times included a man urinating publically 
in the drive-thru. When he would not stop 
peeing after being asked, the police were 
called.
“The cops pulled up right behind him, 
told the other customers in the drive-thru 
to leave,  gave him a sobriety test and ar-
rested him right there,” Harrison said. 
“You never knew how the nights were 
going to go, but you could always bet on 
making lots of  tacos.” 
Andy Riley, un-
declared sopho-
more, is a current 
Jack in the Box 
employee and has 
experienced several 
drunken encoun-
ters during his fi ve 
months working 
there.
“The stress from 
the customers [not] 
remembering that 
they got their food 
is a challenge,” Ri-
ley said. “When I 
handed out food to 
customers in the lobby, I saw them eat it 
and they came back to the counter asking 
where their food was.”
Riley said customers and employees co-
operating  and being polite, while putting 
each other in one another’s shoes, would 
help make business transactions hassle-
free. 
Drunken encounters with Central stu-
dents don’t only occur off-campus, but 
on-campus as well. Zach Engels, a Central 
alum from the class of  2011 with a bache-
lor of  arts in sociology and law and justice, 
worked at Central Dining Services.
 Working in dining services on campus 
allowed Engels to get a new perspective of  
drunken students.
“A lot of  them were trying to hide their 
intoxication,” Engels said. “They tried to 
act normal even though I’m not a cop. 
They weren’t trying to make it obvious.” 
Engels said the 
busiest times of  the 
week for drunken 
students coming 
in to satisfy their 
“drunchies” is 
Thursday through 
Friday evening be-
fore 10 p.m. 
“One kid would 
always come in, 
and every time I 
saw him he was 
always saying he 
needed another 
shot of  vodka,” 
Engels said. “He 
wanted to drink in public, and obviously 
[was] not 21. Being 21 years old was an 
in-group experience and he wanted to be 
a part of  it.” 
Engels said that as an employee it was 
best not to ask the customers if  they were 
intoxicated. 
“It creates an aggressive stance with the 
customers and I would not call them out 
on it unless they were making a scene,” 
Engels said. 
“What I remember most is that when-
ever I had kids who were intoxicated, they 
were upbeat and having fun,” said Engels. 
“They were happy they were intoxicated; 
it was an upbeat experience.”
BY LAUREN NOLTON
Staff Reporter
Known for its high energy, strength 
building and positive results, the Jazzercise 
workout routine is growing in popularity 
within the Ellensburg community. 
This popularity is largely due to the 
Jazzercise center which is located right 
next to Fred Meyer. Jazzercise has been 
a growing workout trend since the 1980’s 
and has been around Ellensburg since 
1998.
The owner of  the local center, Louise 
Wright, has been teaching Jazzercise for 
the past 31 years. 
“When I fi rst went to a Jazzercise 
class after I had my baby, I just sat in and 
watched,” Wright said. “I didn’t even have 
to do it and I already knew I wanted to be 
an instructor.”
Wright now teaches classes at the 
Jazzercise center in Ellensburg. Her goal 
is to make the classes fun and friendly for 
all who attend. Her other passion is to em-
power women through her workouts. 
“I use encouraging, empowering words 
because when you get out there you will 
feel like you can do anything,” Wright 
said. 
One of  the instructors working along-
side Wright is Sarah Nale, who has been 
teaching at the center for the past 10 years.
“When I walked through the doors the 
fi rst time, everything was positive,” Nale 
said. “The people were very friendly and 
kind.” 
For Nale and many other women who 
participate, the center is a great way to 
meet people and get connected in the 
community.
When Nale fi rst moved here 11 years 
ago, she did not know anyone and was not 
fond of  Ellensburg. It wasn’t until she went 
to the Jazzercise center that she found a 
way to be herself  in a new town.
“Jazzercise really impacted my life,” 
Nale said. “It sounds silly, but I didn’t 
know who I truly was until I came here to 
this center.”
The Jazzercise Center helps people 
new to Ellensburg like Nale and Sue By-
ham connect with community members.
“I have made more friends by attend-
ing classes at the center,” Byham said. 
“Plus I love this center and jazzercise. It’s 
a great stress reliever and good exercise.”
Members like being involved and enjoy 
Wright’s positive personality.
“[Wright’s] leadership style is always 
positive, she helped me and helps others 
really fi nd themselves when they come to 
this center,” Nale said.
Wright’s class manager, Mary Johnson, 
also contributes to the center’s positive en-
vironment.
As a class manager, she helps greet 
customers and promotes the center by en-
couraging new customers to continue to 
partcipate.
Johnson said this center has a very pop-
ular reputation in the Northwest because 
of  Louise Wright and the instructors. 
“This is more than just a Jazzercise 
center, it’s a ministry,” Johnson said.
The center does things like Relay for 
Life, which raised money for Hurricane 
Katrina victims. It is currently raising 
money for people with multiple sclerosis.
The women at the center also support 
each other with their weight loss or fi tness 
and health goals.
Jazzercise is an aerobic workout and, as 
part of  a franchise, the center is required 
to incorporate one arm, one leg and one 
abdominal exercise into every routine. It 
is also a way for people to monitor their 
fi tness goals. 
The center chooses monitoring meth-
ods that don’t involve stopping and taking 
a heartbeat. The method the center uses is 
called the perceived exertion chart, which 
follows a curve but never has a stopping 
point.
“If  you noticed, our songs never stop, 
one song fl ows right into the other,” 
Wright said. “This allows for us to follow 
the curve of  exertion which also fl ows and 
doesn’t stop until the end.”
 The songs follow the workout, starting 
with one beginning song for the warm up 
and gradually getting more energetic as 
the work out gets into the “green zone” of  
the exertion chart. 
Then, after a person gets into the green 
zone or maximum level of  exertion, the 
workout and songs get slower and gradu-
ally come to a stop.
“Our routines are always changing,” 
Wright said. “We get new songs and new 
routines every two months.”
The classes are open to anyone and ev-
eryone, no matter their age. There is even 
a junior Jazzercise class for kids and a class 
for seniors with limited mobility.
The center also offers affordable day-
care during 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. classes.
All that Jazzercise: a di erent workout routine
The dangers of drinking and dining 
Local late-night restaurant employees open up about serving drunk college students
The cops pulled up right 
behind him, told the other 
customers in the drive-thru 
to leave, gave him a sobri-
ety test and arrested him 
right there.
“ “
-GARRET HARRISON
Junior public relations
What I remember most is 
that whenever I had kids who 
were intoxicated, they were 
upbeat and having fun.“ “
-ZACH ENGELS
Central graduate
WORK IT  Jazzercise incorporates arm, leg and abdominal exercises in every 
routine.
SETH LONBORG/OBSERVER
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BY BRADEN DENHERDER
Staff Reporter
The Ellensburg Chamber of  
Commerce has worked to cre-
ate a new website advertising 
Ellensburg’s local events, places 
to stay, maps and more. MyEl-
lensburg.com is part of  a new 
marketing plan the Ellensburg 
Chamber of  Commerce has 
been working on for over a year.
The goal of  MyEllensburg.
com is to give the community, 
visitors and Central students 
the chance to defi ne and expe-
rience their own unique Ellens-
burg. 
“Ellensburg is so many 
things to so many different 
people,” said Carolyn Honeyc-
utt, director of  the Ellensburg 
Downtown Association. “It’s 
anything from the rodeo, to 
Central Washington University, 
to downtown.” 
Amy McGuffi n is the direc-
tor of  tourism at the Ellensburg 
Chamber of  Commerce and 
has been working on the new 
“My Ellensburg” campaign. 
“The original “Visit Ellen” 
campaign ran for 12 years,” 
McGuffi n said. “It became 
stagnant and unappealing, so 
we decided to work on a new 
campaign.” 
“My Ellensburg” is a way to 
encompass everything Ellens-
burg is as a city, and makes it 
personal for everyone. It took 
about six months, from concep-
tion to getting the website on-
line, for MyEllensburg.com to 
be fully functioning.
The team responsible for de-
signing the website and creat-
ing the content, known as The 
Fabulous Five, worked to create 
an inclusive community online. 
“We knew the consumer 
has changed over to online and 
smart phone usage,” McGuffi n 
said. “That is why we wanted to 
stick with the website aspect.”
Part of  the original concept 
for MyEllensburg.com was 
viewer submitted content. 
“The original idea for the 
videos was to try to get people 
to tell their stories through the 
craze of  cell phone videos and 
YouTube,” said Zane Kinney, 
owner and art director for Ro-
deo City Graphics. “This would 
give the chance to produce 
community-driven content.” 
The team at MyEllensburg.
com still encourages these sub-
missions online.
Kinney worked with the for-
mer owner of  Sign Dog Media 
to create the visual layout for 
MyEllensburg.com. 
“The background is the 
brick from the Tav and the 
colors we used align with the 
colors Central uses,” McGuffi n 
said. “We worked to create that 
connection to the community 
as well as to have that tourist 
feel.”
During the creation of  the 
site and even after it went up, 
McGuffi n met and worked with 
students in the recreation and 
tourism department to fi gure 
out what they thought and what 
they would change. 
“Central is the second main 
reason people come to Ellens-
burg,” McGuffi n said. “Work-
ing with the students will con-
tinue to be important.”
There are a variety of  hopes 
for what MyEllensburg.com 
can do for the City of  Ellens-
burg and the community here. 
Honeycutt hopes more people 
will get off  the interstate and 
come further into Ellensburg, 
rather than just getting fast 
food. Kinney wants to further 
the project and maybe even 
look into getting a local radio 
station advertising local infor-
mation and events and even a 
mobile app. 
“I would like the local peo-
ple to embrace the importance 
of  tourism and how it impacts 
this town,” McGuffi n said, “as 
well as to encourage people to 
come visit and see all this small 
unique town has to offer.”
Fabulous  ve creates new tourism campaign for city 
BY CHLOE RAMBERG
Staff Reporter
Unveiling the curtain between Central 
Washington University and the downtown 
community is not as simple as pulling on 
a cord, but the Ellensburg Downtown As-
sociation (EDA) is determined to make it 
a reality.
At times, these two locations can seem 
like two entirely separate entities, even 
though they are coexisting within the 
same town. 
Students hardly wander far from cam-
pus, and community members are rarely 
seen at college functions. 
The EDA is working to b r i n g 
these two worlds together, as well 
as completing other proj- ects to 
better the downtown en- viron-
ment.
“Every community 
that has a college in 
it has some issues,” 
said Carolyn Hon-
eycutt, director of  
the EDA. “How 
we deal 
with those issues and work with them is 
what I want to fi gure out.”
Combining these two subcommunities 
is essential for the future of  Ellensburg and 
its economy. This has been the main goal 
of  the EDA, and they continue to work on 
its progression.
“Strengthening partnerships within 
the community has been a strong focus 
of  our director, Carolyn Honeycutt and 
the board,” President Linda Schantz said. 
“I am amazed at the positive community 
support that has helped us achieve our 
goals.”
Honeycutt has been working with the 
members of  the members of  the Public 
Relations Student Society of  America 
(PRSSA) in order to research and gain 
knowledge about the “town and gown” 
issue.
The term “town and gown” stems from 
the two very distinct communities of  a 
university town. “Town” is known as the 
non-academic public, while “gown” is 
known as the university community. There 
have been instances where these two tend 
to clash, and the PRSSA is learning about 
how other towns react to this.
“I’m very much a mediator between 
these two communities, and I try 
to fi nd a good approach to things 
rather than just being at odds im-
mediately,” Honeycutt said.
Honeycutt believes the students of  
Central are not venturing downtown be-
cause they are not fully aware of  every-
thing it offers. Students tend to be stuck in 
a university setting.
“We’re always looking for ideas on 
what the students have that would interest 
them in the downtown,” Honeycutt said.
The downtown community will be 
undergoing changes in the upcoming 
months, changes that sometimes go unno-
ticed by the college community. Around 50 
hand-crafted trash receptacles, 60 plant-
ers, and 40 benches will be places around 
the downtown area. This project should 
be completed by the spring of  April 2014.
Not only will the aesthetic of  the down-
town be changing, but also their out-
reach to Central students. Students can 
now volunteer and take part in Girl’s 
Night Out, children’s activities, and 
other events presented downtown. 
Tables set up in the SURC often 
advertise these events, urging stu-
dents to be a part of  them.
“We’re trying to engage stu-
dents and get them more 
involved,” Honeycutt 
said.
T h e 
EDA works to provide opportunities for 
merchants in the downtown area to bet-
ter their sales, while bringing in new cus-
tomers. According to Honeycutt, the two 
events held for Girl’s Night Out gener-
ated $40,000 sales for the downtown mer-
chants.
These activities are not only creating 
business, but catching the eye of  Central 
students who normally wouldn’t be in-
volved.
“I love going to Girl’s Night Out with 
all my friends,” said Marissa Toussaint, ju-
nior business.
Students can spend time off  campus 
by volunteering at an activity or event, or 
walking around outside looking at all the 
shops. The Ellensburg downtown area is 
not only reserved for community mem-
bers, but for everyone.
“It’s a very beautiful downtown that 
students should learn to enjoy,” Honeyc-
utt said.
Bridging the gap: Ellensburg Downtown Association works to unite campus and community
PHOTO COURTESY OF MYELLENSBURG.COM
GRAPHIC BY VICKY VALDOVINOS/OBSERVER
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BY HARMONY CIPOLLINA-DREVEN
Staff Reporter
The communication department’s 
Event Planning and Management class, 
COM 371, is relatively new, but is already 
full. Faculty adviser Liz Kerns had to turn 
away interested potential students.
“I wanted to give them hands-on ex-
perience,” Kerns said of  her Event Plan-
ning and Management students. “There’s 
only so much you can learn about event 
planning from a book before applying the 
practical knowledge.” 
Because of  the interest in the subject, 
Kerns decided to host a network social. 
“Until you actually work with some-
body,” Kerns said, “it’s very hard to grasp 
that level of  detail that goes into event 
planning. And you can’t learn it all from a 
book. You just can’t.”
The initial idea for the network social 
came from the Public Relations Student 
Society of  America board. Kerns pitched 
the idea to the class and now it has grown 
to the entire campus and community.
“The students have taken it upon 
themselves to create an event that would 
benefi t the entire campus,” Kerns said. 
“I’m fl oored by how big this event has be-
come. It’s taken on a life of  its own.”
Business professionals from the local 
community have been invited to partici-
pate: students have gone around passing 
out invitations to everyone from small 
businesses to Kittitas Valley Community 
Hospital and Fred Meyer. 
“The event is meant to help students 
become comfortable with networking be-
fore they go out into the business world,” 
said Melinda Miracle, senior public rela-
tions. “It’s also to get students connected 
to possible employers, not just for the 
communication department.”
Miracle is one of  the event organizers 
in charge of  getting professionals from El-
lensburg and Yakima to attend the event.
She describes the event planning as 
“eye-opening,” noting that “planning an 
event is a lot more work than you think 
it is.”
Miracle encourages everyone to attend 
the Network Social, which is free and will 
be held in the SURC ballroom; refresh-
ments will also be available.
“Bring your resume`[and] business 
cards because the professionals can give 
you pointers” Miracle said. 
Rafal Wiezowski, senior public rela-
tions major, said he defi nitely intends to 
using the skills learned in the class.
“I feel like I will use it in my career 
and every day with planning and schedul-
ing,” Wiezowski said. “I feel this class has 
helped me prepare for that.”
Wiezowski plans to go into fashion, 
music, and entertainment.
“I’m sure I will be hosting a bunch of  
events for one of  those pathways I take,” 
Wiezowski said.
Wiezowski is also one of  the event or-
ganizers, in charge of  all media aspects. 
He and his group have contacted The Ob-
server, Pulse Magazine, 88.1 The Burg, 
along with writing out press releases, ad-
vertising the event on Facebook and Twit-
ter, and creating logos and fl iers.
“Pretty much we’re trying to make it 
catch the student’s eye,” Wiezowski said of  
the ad campaign for the Network Social.
The Network Social is on Monday 
March 4th from 5-8 p.m.
Class o ers campus event 
All students invited to network socially
To register online, visit: 
http://thenetworksocial.doattend.com
Oscar observations
A look at the highlights from Hollywood’s most glamorous evening
BY CAMILLE BORODEY
Contributing Writer
1 Women across America 
swooned when Hugh Jackman rushed 
to Jennifer Lawrence’s side after she 
tripped up the stairs on her way to ac-
cept the award for Best Actress. Ac-
cording to a Tumblr .gif, Bradley Coo-
per was also on his feet ready to assist 
her. True gentleman.
2 In a tribute to movie musicals, 
Catherine Zeta-Jones and Jennifer 
Hudson reminded us why they both 
have Oscars. Jones performed a sultry 
version of  “All that Jazz” while Hud-
son belted out a spine-tingling version 
of  “And I am Telling You, I’m Not Go-
ing.”   Hudson has lost eighty pounds 
since the last time she was on the Os-
car stage and is now the spokesperson 
for Weight Watchers, and damn she 
needs to get her butt on the Broadway 
stage, pronto! Reminding us that the 
fi lm was sung completely live, the “Les 
Misérables” cast, featuring Hugh Jack-
man, Anne Hathaway and Amanda 
Seyfried, took the stage. This perfor-
mance gave some of  the lesser known, 
but equally talented, actors such as Ed-
die Redmayne and Broadway veteran 
Samantha Barks their time to shine. 
3 Joseph Gordon-Levitt and 
Daniel Radcliffe joined host Seth Mac-
Farlane (who proved he’s multitalented, 
although his jokes were hit-or-miss) 
on stage for a musical number. It was 
all rather silly, but the real question is: 
when are these three dreamboats start-
ing a boy band.
4 Ang Lee took home the prize 
for Best Achievement in Directing for 
“Life of  Pi,” making it the second time 
Lee has won this award without his fi lm 
taking home Best Picture. In 2006, Lee 
won the award for “Brokeback Moun-
tain,” but the fi lm lost to “Crash,” and 
in my humble opinion it shouldn’t 
have. Seriously, does anyone actually 
remember Crash?
5 Not only has Adele won nine 
Grammy Awards, she now also has a 
Golden Globe and Oscar to add to her 
never-ending list of  accomplishments. 
Adele co-won the award for Best Origi-
nal Song for the song “Skyfall,” fea-
tured in the James Bond fl ick of  the 
same name. I wouldn’t be surprised to 
see Adele on the Emmy ballot next sea-
son.
6 Christoph Waltz won Best Sup-
porting Actor for “Django Unchained”. 
Not only is this Waltz’s second Oscar in 
three years, but both awards were for 
his roles in Quentin Tarantino fi lms. 
Back in 2007, Waltz took home Best 
Supporting Actor for his role as the 
deliciously wicked Nazi in “Inglorious 
Basterds.”
7 Rocking a haircut I thought 
only Audrey Hepburn could pull off, 
Anne Hathaway, who lost 25 pounds 
for her role, gracefully collected the 
Award for Best Supporting Actress for 
her short but effective role as Fantine in 
“Les Misérables.” Hathaway ended her 
humble speech by saying, “Here’s hop-
ing that someday in the not-too-distant 
future the misfortunes of  Fantine will 
only be found in stories and never in 
real life. Thank you.”
8 What would an award show 
be without Meryl Streep? Streep pre-
sented the award for best Actor to 
Daniel Day Lewis for his unforgettable 
portrayal of  Abraham Lincoln. Lewis 
made Oscar history by being the fi rst 
actor to receive three awards in this 
category. Seems like every time this guy 
makes a movie he wins an Oscar; save 
some for the rest of  us, Daniel Day.
9 With help from fi lm legend Jack 
Nicolson, First Lady Michelle Obama 
presented the Award for Best Picture, 
live from The White House, to “Argo.” 
Many critics agree Ben Affl eck was 
snubbed of  a Best Director nomina-
tion, but since “Argo” won, we got to 
see producer George Clooney on stage 
along with Affl eck, so it’s a win-win. 
10 If  you already feel like you 
have not accomplished anything in 
college, check out the aspiring fi lm-
makers who were selected to present 
the trophies during the night. Usually 
the golden Oscar is presented by super 
models, but The Academy of  Motion 
Picture Arts and Sciences took a differ-
ent approach, selecting six university 
students based on their entries in an es-
say or video contest. A wonderful idea, 
I might add.
11 Leonardo Dicaprio showed 
up a half  hour late, drunk, wearing 
sweatpants with a half-empty bottle 
of  scotch in his hands.  Okay that did 
not happen, but if  the Academy keeps 
snubbing him, it is defi nitely a possibil-
ity.
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February 28, March 1-2 
and 7-9 at 7:30 p.m.
March 10 at 2:00 p.m.  
On January 28, 1986 the Challenger 
Space Shuttle broke apart 73 seconds 
after launch. Its seven crew members died 
in a spectacular explosion witnessed on 
live television by the whole world. Using 
facts, original and secondary sources, 
improvisation, dance, and drama, CWU 
will devise a new piece of theatre exploring 
the Challenger disaster, its causes, and its 
aftermath.
A New Devised Work 
CWU is an EEO/AA/Title IX Institution. Persons with disabilities may request  
reasonable  accommodation by calling the Center for Disability Services at 509-
963-2171 or e-mailing CDSrecept@cwu.edu.
Milo Smith Tower Theatre
$12 General Admission 
$10 Seniors/Students
$7 CWU students with CWU ID
Central Washington University
w w w . P r e g n a n c y H e l p E l l e n s b u r g . o r g
Ed. career fair returns 
Opportunity for seniors to network
BY CHARLENE WILSON
Staff Reporter
In Washington, a fi rst-year teacher 
makes an average of  $44,650 a year. For 
seniors in the education major, this num-
ber means their future has fi nally arrived; 
they are on the other side of  the desk.
Central Washington University edu-
cation students got a sample of  their fu-
ture during an Education Career Fair last 
Thursday. 
Students came dressed to impress, with 
resumes in hand to talk to educational rep-
resentatives from all over the state. 
“From my experience, the way students 
can most benefi t from a job fair is to real-
ize it’s just one avenue a job seeker should 
take on the road to a career,” professor 
Terri Reddout said.
Teaching organizations from all over 
Washington were present, including Au-
burn, Bellevue, Ephrata, Everett and 
Wahluke school districts.  Many districts 
spoke to students about upcoming oppor-
tunities, especially for seniors preparing to 
graduate and enter the teaching fi eld.    
Central’s Student Washington Educa-
tion Association’s President Karisa Gefre, 
senior Spanish education, was at the fair. 
“This year I have been learning a lot 
about the Washington Education Associa-
tion and the work they do for teachers, as 
they are our union,” Gefre said. 
As she begins  her career, Gefre must 
think about important factors affecting 
her decision regarding where she will 
teach. These include leave time, class size 
limits and other teachers’ right. 
During the fair, students could walk 
up to any of  the 32 school districts pres-
ent to ask questions about their teaching 
programs, including pay schedules and 
student-teaching. 
The fair also featured Central alumni 
who shared their experiences as fi rst year 
teachers.
“The most important thing that I took 
away from the Education Career Fair 
last year is that I have the opportunity to 
broaden my horizons,” Gefre said. “Be-
tween all the school district and university 
representatives and the Peace Corp re-
cruiter, I realized that I had the chance to 
shape my future.” 
SWEA board member Ariel Albrecht, 
senior special education and elementary 
education major, remembers the moment 
she knew she wanted to become a teacher 
after working at a camp for students and 
adults with disabilities.
“Camp was the most diffi cult yet amaz-
ingly rewarding experience of  my life,” 
Albrecht said. 
After returning to school, Albrecht 
knew she wanted to major in special edu-
cation. 
“I came to college never imagining my-
self  as being a special educator, and now 
I couldn’t imagine myself  doing anything 
different,” Albrecht said.
T H E  S C O O P
Mar. 3
NCWA NORTHWEST 
REGIONAL
REC CENTER
10 A.M.
Mar. 4
THE TWILIGHT SAGA - 
PT 2
SURC THEATRE
7 P.M. & 9:30 P.M.
Mar. 5
DAN BALMER 
TO APPEAR AT CWU
MCINTYRE MUSIC BUILDING
6 P.M. & 8 P.M.
Mar. 6
S&A DELIBERATES
 BASE FUNDING REQUESTS
SURC 301
5:30 P.M.
Mar. 2
HIP HOP ANONYMOUS
POUNDERS EVENT HALL
9 P.M.   21+
$10 TICKETS
Mar. 4
THE NETWORK SOCIAL
SURC BALLROOM
5 P.M.
STUDENTS FREE 
Mar. 5
BIGHT OF INSIGHT: 
CAROLYN HONEYCUTT
SURC PIT
3 P.M.
Mar. 6
KAREN GOOKIN
RETIREMENT CELEBRATION 
MARY GRUPE CENTER
4 P.M.
Flavors Of The Week
PM7
WEDNESDAY
OPEN MIC 7 P
M
FE
B 
28
BULLETS
 OR 
BALLOON
S
$3 TICKE
TS
M
AR
 2
THE SL
ANTS
TYRANN
OSAURU
S GRAC
E
9 
P
M
$5 TICK
ETS
RUN FROM COVER
7 P
M
M
AR 7$5 TICKETS
ACES UP
8 P
M
M
AR 1$5 TICKETS
w w w . p r o s o d y e v e n t s . c o m
Mon - Thurs. Live Entertainment Starts at 7pm
All 
Tickets 
Can Be Purchased
On Our Website 
www.prosodyevents.com
117 E. 4th Avenue . (509) 962-5100
FOOD BEER & WINE . MUSIC
Open Daily at 11 AM . Happy Hour 4-7 PM
LOCKED  Team captain and club president senior Steven Alfi throws a wrestler from Eastern Washington University. Alfi qualified for the NCWA Na-
tional Championships in 2012 and cruised his way to a NCWA Washington State tournament title last weekend in Elma. 
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Page 15
Neilson has overcome plenty of  
adversity to be in the position he’s 
in today as a CWU pitcher. The 
losses in his life are a reminder of  
everything he has to live for...
Page 16Page 14
Central’s season will come to a close 
this weekend after the Wildcats play 
Seattle Pacifi c and Montana State 
Billings. The Wildcats will return all 
their starters next year however...
The Wildcats have a shot at hold-
ing onto the sixth and fi nal bid to 
the GNAC postseason tournament 
and only need to win one of  their 
games this week to advance...
Online
Missed one of  the Wildcats’ home 
games? Want to know how they 
did on the road last weekend? Visit 
cwuobserver.com to see photo 
galleries and recaps from this week-
end’s games.
cwuobserver.com
Inside
Men’s
Basketball
Dean 
Neilson
Women’s
Basketball
JOEY LEBEAU/OBSERVER
TITLE TAKEDOWN
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NORTHWESTREGIONAL
MARCH 3RECREATION COURTS C & D10 a.m.- 2 p.m.
7that
Central’s wrestling club will host the seven-team National Collegiate 
Wrestling Association Regional Tournament on Sunday, March 3. Cham-
pions in each weight class will qualify for NCWA Nationals March 13-17 
in Allen, Texas. Admission is free and open to the public. 
Nationals
in2012
Central Washington University lineup
125 lbs
133 lbs
141 lbs 
157 lbs
165 lbs
174 lbs
235 lbs
285 lbs
* Quali ed for Nationals in 2012
Andrew Vulliet/Dalton Baunsgard
Kyle Moore*
Josh Hackney/Austin Clark
Nick Bendon*
Adam Raemer*
Steven Alfi */Andrew Huerta
Kevin Madson*
Josh Ingebretson
Eric Idler            Head coach
Derek Tomasone    Assistant coach
KEY PRESSURE  (Top) Kevin Madson works from the top vs. EWU. (Bottom left) Nick 
Bendon works along the boundary vs. EWU. (Bottom right, from left to right) Bendon, Adam 
Raemer and Steven Alfi were all crowned NCWA Washington state tournament champions.
Northwest Region
Central Washington
Eastern Washington
Evergreen State College
Douglas College
Idaho State
Western Washington
Montana Western
CHAMPIONSHIPS2013
JOEY LEBEAU/OBSERVER
Dean Neilson has dealt with 
losses on and off  the fi eld. Games come 
and go. The sting of  losing only sticks 
around until the next game begins.
Losses off  the fi eld, however, last 
forever. 
Neilson, a junior, recently transferred 
from Spokane Community College and 
is a pitcher on the Central Washington 
baseball team. 
Given his Italian heritage, Neilson 
knows all about family. It’s only natural 
that he would consider his baseball team 
also his family, so making them inter-
twine isn’t all that hard. 
But for Neilson, having them close is 
what is really important.  
As a kid growing up, Neilson had his 
core group of  friends: Donnie Santos, 
Josh Martin and Hunter Graham. 
Santos and Martin played baseball with 
Neilson while Graham preferred stick-
ing to water sports such as wakeboard-
ing. 
As they grew up and attended Lewis 
and Clark High School, college baseball 
was in the sights for the three baseball 
players, while Graham focused his 
talents on wakeboarding. 
One day on the water in 2009, 
Graham and his brother John were jet 
skiing on Hayden Lake. But when John’s 
ski crashed into Graham’s, Graham was 
quickly rushed to the hospital and was 
later pronounced dead. 
The long summer seemed even 
longer from there on out. Graham had 
infl uenced Neilson beyond friendship; 
he got Neilson into going to church and 
was well liked around the community.
“I was at (the Graham’s) house every 
day.” Neilson said. “I spent almost the 
entire summer over there. Hunter really 
got me into going to church. He was 
such a good person that everybody 
liked.” 
Hunter’s favorite bible verse stuck 
with Neilson, a verse he lives by each 
and everyday. 
Ephesians 1:11: “In him we were 
also chosen, having been predestined 
according to the plan of  him who works 
out everything in conformity with the 
purpose of  his will.” 
For Neilson, the verse sits above his 
bed, is tattooed on his skin and is printed 
around his wrist on 
a bracelet. 
“It just means 
everything happens 
for a reason,” Neil-
son said. “I live by 
that, Hunter lived 
by that.” 
As time passed, 
Neilson and the 
rest of  his friends 
graduated from 
high school. Neilson 
received a scholar-
ship to play infi eld 
at Lower Columbia Community Col-
lege in Longview and accepted. 
But toward the end of  the season, 
Neilson had to deal with more adversity. 
His grandmother Ruth lost her battle 
with breast cancer, leaving Neilson’s 
mother on her own. Neilson decided it 
was best to transfer back to his home-
town and play for Spokane Community 
College rather than return to Longview 
for another season. 
“I wanted to be there to help her 
out,” Neilson said. “She needed me to 
be there for her.” 
Neilson became Spokane’s closing 
pitcher and was also reunited with his 
friends Santos and Martin, who played 
catcher and shortstop on the team, 
respectively. 
And while Neilson got acclimated to 
his old town but new team, he was hit 
with a whirlwind of  bad news during 
the fall 2011. 
As Santos and Neilson arrived at 
practice one day, Martin did not. Time 
went by and practice came to a close, 
Neilson knew something didn’t feel 
right. 
“I knew something was off,” Neilson 
said, “something was wrong when Josh 
didn’t show up to practice.”
An assistant 
coach on the 
team went to 
go check things 
out and what 
they found was 
devastating. 
On October 
27, 2012, Martin 
had taken his 
own life. 
Santos and Neil-
son’s room-
mate, Trevor 
Lahonta, ran to 
their apartment while Neilson drove, 
but when they all arrived an ambulance 
and the police were already there. Their 
shortstop and longtime friend was gone.
“When Josh died I didn’t know if  I 
could ever play baseball again,” Santos 
said. “It hit me so hard I needed to take 
a step back.” 
Even though Neilson and Santos 
were all who remained from their core 
group of  friends, they both knew they 
were playing for more than just them-
selves every time they took the fi eld.
 “We needed each other more than 
ever,” Neilson said. “Every time we step 
foot on the fi eld we knew we had to 
represent for Josh.” 
Santos and Neilson had one thing in 
common that kept them going: baseball. 
It was their constant, it gave them some-
thing to keep their mind off  the loss of  
their friends. 
“Baseball was the foundation of  it 
all,” Neilson said. “I would have never 
met Josh and Dean without baseball. 
During all the hard times it kind of  kept 
us on an even keel. We were playing for 
something.” 
As the season wore down, Neilson 
and Santos had a decision to make: 
where would they go after their time at 
Spokane? Neilson eventually chose Cen-
tral while Santos opted to play at Lewis 
and Clark State. 
Neilson was reunited with some old 
friends when he decided to play for the 
Wildcats. Central pitching coach Rob 
Hippi coached Neilson at Lower Co-
lumbia and came to Ellensburg with fi ve 
of  his teammates from LCC. 
Having familiar faces all around him 
made the transition much easier. 
“It was a big factor in me choosing to 
go here,” Neilson said. “Having familiar 
guys that I know can be my support 
system is huge for me. I have bad days, 
I have bad Josh days, I have bad Hunter 
days, but it’s big for me to have my 
friends here with me.” 
Neilson wears the No. 22 in honor 
of  Martin and brings him and Graham 
out with him every time he pitches. 
While his tattoo is permanent, Neilson 
continues to sport his wristband with 
Ephesians and his friends printed on 
it. Most of  all, Neilson carries a heavy 
heart when he steps on the mound. 
“I defi nitely know they are watching 
when I pitch,” Neilson said. “I always 
say that they have season tickets to all 
my games. They can come watch me 
pitch whenever they want.”
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By Quin Walker
Sta  Reporter
I de nitely know they are 
watching when I pitch. I al-
ways say they have season 
tickets to all my games. 
They can come watch me 
pitch whenever they want.
“ “
-DEAN NEILSON
Junior RHP
Angels on his mound
“In him we were also chosen, having 
predestined according to the plan 
of him who works out everything in 
conformity with the purpose of his 
will.” 
- Ephesians 1:11
CWU pitcher Dean Neilson carries a heavy heart each time he takes the 	 eld
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Credible answers in the text boxes help let the faculty know what worked well
for the course & what needs improvement. 
SEOIs are anonymous. Faculty only see compiled results & a list of comments.
SEOIs are used in the accreditation process of the university.
SEOIs are used in the faculty & tenure review process.
SEOIS...SO WHAT?
BY JarYd Cline
Staff Reporter
No team in the Great Northwest Athlet-
ic Conference has struggled on both sides 
of  the ball the way Central Washington 
University (13-1 overall 7-9 GNAC) has 
during the past couple of  games. 
A visit by the slumping Wolves of  West-
ern Oregon University (10-14 overall 5-11 
GNAC) and the lowly Saint Martin’s Uni-
versity Saints (9-15 overall 5-11 GNAC) 
should help the Wildcats rebound before 
the upcoming GNAC conference tourna-
ment. 
The Wildcats have lost their past four 
games begining with their ten point home 
loss to then No. 2 Western Washington 
University. During the streak, the Wildcats 
allowed opponents to shoot better than 
48 percent from the field and around 40 
percent from three-point range, while also 
giving up 37 free-throw attempts a game.
“Defensively we need to stop pen-
etration,” head coach Greg Sparling said. 
“That’s been our whole issue all year long. 
People are getting too deep against our de-
fense and are able to kick it out to three 
[point shooters].”
With both teams looking to stop skids 
(WOU has lost five of  its last six games and 
three in a row), Central hopes to avenge 
the triple overtime loss to Western Oregon 
earlier in the season, in which Western hit 
three shots from beyond the arc with less 
than 14 seconds in the game to force over-
time.
 The result was a 118-113 thriller which 
Central let slip away in the final minutes. 
The 118 points Central gave up was the 
highest total allowed by Central in school 
history.  
The Wolves are led this season by fresh-
man forward Andy Avgi, who is fifth in the 
conference in scoring at 15.5 points per 
game, and leads the team in rebounding 
with just over five boards per game.
 Avgi scored a career high 36 points 
while grabbing 12 boards in the triple-
overtime game earlier this season. 
The Wolves’ last visit to Nicholson Pa-
vilion was successful, as they narrowly es-
caped with a 77-75 victory. 
Recent offensive struggles have been a 
key factor for the Wildcats’ four game skid. 
Over the course of  the losing streak, the 
Wildcats have been shooting a dismal 37 
percent from the field and 28 percent from 
downtown. 
“It’s been a real challenge for us,” Spar-
ling said. “Five out of  seven on the road in 
three different states … It’s just nice to be 
home.”
 Saint Martin’s is coming off  a strong 
performance against Montana State Bill-
ings (15-12 overall 8-8 GNAC) in which 
the Saints shot 53 percent from the field 
and also shot a season high of  65 percent 
from three.
 Saint Martin’s offense, last place in the 
conference, might give Central’s defense a 
confidence boost heading toward the post 
season. SMU ranks last in the GNAC in 
scoring offense, at 67 points a game, as well 
as in field goal percentage, shooting 41 per-
cent from the field throughout the season. 
The Yellowjackets’ 84-78 loss to Saint 
Martin’s helped keep MSUB within reach-
ing distance of  Central in the GNAC 
standings. 
The six teams with the best confer-
ence records compete in the GNAC tour-
nament at the end of  the regular season. 
Central sits in the sixth and final spot with 
its 7-9 conference record and MSUB is just 
one game ahead of  Central sitting at 8-8. 
With two very winnable games at 
home remaining, it is possible for Central 
to jump MSUB in the standings to avoid 
playing the possible No. 1 seed, Western 
Washington.
 It is also possible for Central to miss out 
on the tournament completely. With two 
losses this week, Central could end up in a 
tie for the last conference tournament spot 
with either SMU or WOU.
 The Wolves hold the tie-breaker over 
the Wildcats, but the Wildcats control their 
own destiny: as just one win guarantees 
them a spot in the tournament. 
“I just want to go out and play like I 
do any other game,” senior guard Jordan 
Coby said. “I just want to play hard and 
win my last two home games.”
Coby is second on the team in scoring 
despite starting only six games this year, 
and his 15 points per game over the last 
three games leads the team during the 
stretch. 
Both games this week will take place af-
ter the Central women’s team finishes its 
games in the Pavilion. Thursday’s game is 
Breast Cancer Awareness Night and Sat-
urday’s game is senior night for both the 
men’s and women’s teams.  
Central looks to squeeze into GNAC tournament
FLY Senior Jordan Coby goes for two. 
Coby is averaging 11 points per game.
Seth LonboRg/obSeRveR
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Iron horse has high 
5 hef, Irish death, 
double rainbow and 
509 featured.
St Patrick’s day special 
5-8 with giveaways and drawings
Icicle has priebe 
porter, kasch, IPA,and 
dirty face amber.
The home of incredible beer 
and fine wine!
Featurin
g over 1
300 
differen
t beers 
and 
wines in
cluding
 
exlusive
 wines o
nly 
found a
t Happy
s.
Featuring: Icicle and 
Iron Horse breweries.
MARCH 8th
BY MAX BAYERN
Staff Reporter
The Central women’s basketball team 
will try to end its season on a good note 
this week.
The playoffs are out of  the picture, and 
with two games left, the team wants to fi n-
ish strong.
“We want to give it all we can,” forward 
Jasmine Parker said. “We want to get to 11 
wins on the season.”
Central Washington (9-15, 4-12 GNAC) 
has won two of  the last 10 games.
“We have been inconsistent since the 
Western Washington game,” coach Shawn 
Nelson said. “We have good practices but 
they don’t transfer over to our games.”
The next two games don’t get any easi-
er, as the Wildcats will be facing two play-
off-bound teams in Seattle Pacifi c (15-9, 
9-7) and Montana State University Billings 
(15-9, 9-7).
The Wild-
cats do have 
the advantage 
of  playing 
the games at 
home.
The Fal-
cons enter the 
game second 
in the confer-
ence in scoring 
at 72 points 
per game.
“[Seattle] is good inside, and it seems 
like they have a guard that goes off  every 
night,” Nelson said. “If  you don’t think you 
have to guard someone, that’s the one that 
beats you.”
Saturday night’s game against MSUB 
will conclude the season, but not the career 
of  any Central players. The senior night 
will feature the Yellowjackets’ barrage from 
the three-point arc and a tough defense.
“Montana does a good job of  chang-
ing their defenses, we have to be aggres-
sive and hold them to one shot,” Nelson 
said. “If  we do that we can go on long runs 
against them.”
 Nelson knows what the future holds for 
this team. Losing no seniors and gaining 
experience for the underclassmen excites 
him.
“We are a work in progress, this wasn’t 
going to happen overnight,” Nelson said. 
“We are building a program; we know the 
end isn’t on Saturday, but after next sea-
son when we do lose our 
seniors.”
Regardless of  the re-
cords or playoff  berths 
the Wildcats will be trying 
hard for wins 10 and 11. 
“We built a lot from 
this season, to bring this 
team back next year will 
be great,” Parker said. 
“We always try to have 
fun, but still play with in-
tensity. At the end of  the 
day we all want to win.”
WOMEN’S BASKETBALL
Wildcats season coming to an end
FIGHT TO THE FINISH  Junior Daisy Burke drives it down the center against 
Alaska-Anchorage. Burke scored 11 points in the game.
ZACH OLNEY/OBSERVER
We built a lot from this 
season, to bring this team 
back next year will be great.“ “
-Jasmine Parker
Freshman Forward
FLANKED  Junior Jessica Van Dyke is sur-
rounded by the defense as she tries to shoot.
ZACH OLNEY/OBSERVER
